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Skateboarding Activists Strengthening Their Community By
Planting A Forest At Filham

Skate South Devon CIC (SSD) has been selected as a partner in the brand new ‘Forest Rising’
project; created by the Real Ideas Organisation (RIO) it will help put young people at the heart of
decision making in the development of the Plymouth and South Devon Community Forest.

Ivybridge, Devon, 21st March 2023

SSD has secured the project with the support of Ivybridge Town Council, who will provide land
at Filham Park and space for workshops as part of the project. The land, designated for the new
woodland, will also be home to a groundbreaking, wheeled sports ‘pump park’ that promises to
be much more than just a location for skateboarding and BMX. Envisioned as a unique space to
engage families and young people in innovative and exciting new ways - Forest Rising is a
perfect example of the potential that the planned facility offers our community. By participating
in the Forest Rising project, SSD is helping to put the next generation of local leaders at the heart
of decision making on the development of the Plymouth and South Devon Community Forest.

Forest Rising is a 9-month programme for 16-28 year olds, offering a platform for younger people
to be heard and get involved in local action, to influence and inform the creation and running of
the Plymouth and South Devon Community Forest. It will give space for young people to
develop ideas, to design woodland habitats and the activity they want to see; to sit at the table
with decision makers and to implement their ideas in relation to nature recovery, where they live.
Forest Rising is a part of the Plymouth and South Devon Community Forest, an ambitious project
that will see thousands of new trees planted in South and West Devon and Dartmoor over the
next few years. The Community Forest is a patchwork of connected woodlands, anything from
small urban parks and green spaces, to larger rural planting projects and is a partnership
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between Plymouth, South Hams and West Devon Councils, The National Trust and Woodland
Trust. It is funded by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.

Detailed plans for the pump park will be released very soon. Accompanied by a new building for
the community, incorporating a cafe, workshop, and events space - the facility will be the first of
its kind in the UK. Groundbreaking concrete curves have been expertly designed to wrap
through a woodland planted by local young people and has been developed by one of the UK’s
finest urban sports designers; Jeremy Donaldson. Jeremy has designed more skateparks in the
UK than anyone else and now works internationally with Curve Studio; a company that shares
the same vision as SSD - to create active spaces in harmony with nature and community.

Interested participants, between the ages of 16-28, can find out more about the Forest Rising
project from the link below. Those who want to get involved in designing the new woodland and
skate facility can do so at the same link. We expect that the project will be popular and numbers
are limited.

h�ps://realideas.org/about-us/our-work/forest-rising/

Skate South Devon CIC is a grass-roots, non-profit community organisation working with all
interested parties and stakeholders to realise a vision for nationally important wheeled-sports in
Ivybridge. Our organisation aims to grasp a once-in-a-generation opportunity to create
opportunities for exercise, creativity and expression that will not only aid the COVID-19 recovery
effort but, by building a unique and groundbreaking platform, will have a wide-reaching impact
on the community through ongoing physical and mental health, cultural, social and economic
benefits. Our vision can support Ivybridge’s emerging identity as a centre of sporting excellence
within the South Hams.

Contact details to be made public

For more information about this, interested members of the public can contact SSD CIC via email
to info@skatesouthdevon.org or through the website at www.skatesouthdevon.org. Instagram
@ssdcic or join the community Facebook group www.facebook.com/groups/180676347257348/.

In addition - Clerk to the Council, Jonathan Parsons, can be contacted for comment at Ivybridge
Town Council and Tom Bu� is our contact at the Real Ideas Organisation in Plymouth.

Curve Studio and Jeremy Donaldson can be contacted at h�ps://www.curvestudio.no/.
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